UBC INTEGRATED SCIENCES
FACULTY MENTOR OVERVIEW

Faculty Mentor Role and Responsibilities

Each Integrated Sciences student creates their own degree proposal consisting of a Vision Statement,
Curriculum Rationale, and Course List. The role of the Faculty Mentor is to provide specialized guidance
to students related to their area of research. This consists of providing feedback to a student regarding
his/her program vision and assessing whether the courses chosen, and their rationales are appropriate
and related to the overall program goals (as outlined in the vision statement).

New Faculty Mentors will receive assistance from program administration. In addition, you may have
fellow faculty within your department mentoring Integrated Sciences students who you can contact with
any questions. There are over 100 faculty members mentoring Integrated Sciences students. Please
contact us to find out who else might be an Integrated Sciences mentor from your department.

Degree Proposals go through a series of approval stages (all proposals are reviewed by two additional
faculty members) so you don't need to be an expert on faculty or program requirements. Curriculum
requirements can be found on the Integrated Sciences website and students can visit the Integrated
Sciences office, LSK464, for any clarification regarding requirements.

The degree proposal is completed in an online account. We provide faculty mentors with access to the
online database. Please e-mail us your CWL username so we can create you an account.

Estimated Time Commitment

Often 2-3 in person meetings with the student while they work on their proposal and some e-mail
communication. Students are encouraged to attend Degree Proposal workshops provided by Integrated
Sciences throughout the year to receive feedback and additional help with editing their proposal.

Degree Proposal Approval Stages

Once the faculty mentor is satisfied with the student’s degree proposal, the proposal is randomly sent to
another Integrated Sciences advisor for review. The purpose of this stage of the process is to ensure that
the proposal is convincing to both experts in the field (the mentor) and non-experts (usually the second
reviewer). Once the student's proposal addresses any concerns raised by the second reviewer it is sent
to an Integrated Sciences administrator for final approval.

Degree Proposal Deadlines for 2nd Year Students

January 15, 2024 — All students must have a Faculty Mentor.

February 12, 2024 — All students must have completed and submitted their Degree Proposal to their
mentor for approval by this date.

March 15, 2024 — All Degree Proposals must be approved by the faculty mentor and submitted to the IS
office for final approval by this date.


https://intsci.ubc.ca/advising/curriculum-requirements
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